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his work comprises a short introduction to the history of the Q ur’an, its 

recording and its collection. The reader may therefore be puzzled as to 

why one third of the material in this book tackles the O ld Testament (OT) 

and the New Testament (NT), wondering w hat significance this has  on 

tire Q ur’an’s history. This significance shall, I hope, be made clear as the 

chapters progress, since I-have attempted to present only those details which 

have a direct bearing on the current subject matter.  I

TTif ii-ien of mitHririno- a hnnk about the O ur’an. about its collection and

immaculate preservation, had long germinated in myj mind, and approx

imately three and half years ago I finally began working on this book along 

side another entitled 

Islamic Studies:  W hat Methodology?

 It! was journalist Toby 

Lester’s article in 

The Atlantic M onthly

 (January 1999) hojvever, and the chaos 

it had the potential to  sow among Muslims, which prom pted  a greater



believing in the Q ur’an as the unadulterated Book of Allah, were thoroughly 

incapable of defending this view in any scholarly fashion. The gauntlet was 

thrown,  and I felt it necessary to  take on this  challenge  and explain the 

stringent methodology used by early Muslim scholars in accepting a text 

as genuine, or rejecting it as fake. This has lead to the unavoidable repetition 

of some material in both books. As most of the scholars that Lester quotes 

are either Jews or Christians, I also considered it fitting to cover the histories 

of the O ld and New Testaments by way of comparison. This should help 

the reader to regard the disparity of opinions between Muslim and O ri

entalist scholars with a fair measure o f insight. 

|

With their insistence on a purely oral transmission, most Orientalists 

reject all reports that cite recording and compilation of the Q ur’an during 

the Prophet M uham m ad’s lifetime. M any of them even deny that any final 

compilation occurred during Abu Bakr’s reign, while some accept the role 

of the third caliph ‘Uthman in this regard. Only 

ffte m y e a r s

 lapsed between 

the Prophet’s  death and ‘U thm an’s distribution of written copies of the 

Q ur’an to different provinces of the Muslim world. Viewing this interval
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his work comprises a short introduction to the history of the Q ur’an, its

recording and its collection. The reader may therefore be puzzled as to

why one third of the material in this book tackles the O ld Testament (OT)

and the New Testament (NT), wondering w hat significance this has  on

tire Q ur’an’s history. This significance shall, I hope, be made clear as the

chapters progress, since I-have attempted to present only those details which

have a direct bearing on the current subject matter.  I

TTif ii-ien of mitHririno- a hnnk about the O ur’an. about its collection and

immaculate preservation, had long germinated in myj mind, and approx

imately three and half years ago I finally began working on this book along

side another entitled

Islamic Studies:  W hat Methodology?

 It! was journalist Toby

Lester’s article in

The Atlantic M onthly

 (January 1999) hojvever, and the chaos

it had the potential to  sow among Muslims, which prom pted  a greater


believing in the Q ur’an as the unadulterated Book of Allah, were thoroughly

incapable of defending this view in any scholarly fashion. The gauntlet was

thrown,  and I felt it necessary to  take on this  challenge  and explain the

stringent methodology used by early Muslim scholars in accepting a text

as genuine, or rejecting it as fake. This has lead to the unavoidable repetition

of some material in both books. As most of the scholars that Lester quotes

are either Jews or Christians, I also considered it fitting to cover the histories

of the O ld and New Testaments by way of comparison. This should help

the reader to regard the disparity of opinions between Muslim and O ri

entalist scholars with a fair measure o f insight.

|

With their insistence on a purely oral transmission, most Orientalists

reject all reports that cite recording and compilation of the Q ur’an during

the Prophet M uham m ad’s lifetime. M any of them even deny that any final

compilation occurred during Abu Bakr’s reign, while some accept the role

of the third caliph ‘Uthman in this regard. Only

ffte m y e a r s

 lapsed between

the Prophet’s  death and ‘U thm an’s distribution of written copies of the

Q ur’an to different provinces of the Muslim world. Viewing this interval


 


and were once again suddenly recovered. Compare this history with that

of a few thousand honest souls living alongside the Prophet and actively

participating with him in war and peace, in jest and misfortune, in hunger

and ease,  meticulously documenting every verse and every

hadith.

  Their

biographies form a poignant chronicle though Orientalists dismiss much

of it as  fiction; for the Wansbrough school it is purely an example  of  a

‘salvation history5, with no bearing on what really happened.

Meanwhile Other scholars are actively engaged in expunging their own

religious narratives in favour of something new, which I can illustrate briefly

here by referring to the tale of Jesus5 crucifixion. The Orthodox Jewish

viewpoint states that,

According to  the Talmud, Jesus was  executed by a proper rabbinical

court  for  idolatry,  inciting  other Jews  to  idolatry  and  contempt  of

rabbinical  authority.  All  classical Jewish  sources  which  mention  his

execution are quite happy to take responsibility for it: in the Talmudic

account the Romans are not even m entioned.10

In addition to a series of scurrilous sexual allegations against Jesus,

the  Talmud  states  that  his  punishment  in  hell  is  to  be  immersed  in

boiling excrement  . . . 11

Ironically, the New Testament and modern Christianity are being cleansed

of all such references even though they exist in the Talmud. W hat is the

definition of sacredness if deliberate shifts in wording and tone are being

wrought  within  the  Scriptures  in  this  day  and  age?12  And  with  such

goings-on as a backdrop, how can some intellectuals accept Judaism and

Christianity as historical religions while denying the same to Islam?13

At issue here is not what Islam is or what Islamic sources say, but rather

how Muslims perceive their own faith and how Orientalist research wants

them to perceive it. Several years ago Professor C.E. Bosworth, one of the

editors of Brill’s

Encyclopaedia o f  Islam ,

 delivered a lecture at the University

of  Colorado.  When  asked  why  Muslim  scholars,  even  those  trained  in

Western institutions, were not invited to contribute to the Encyclopaedia’s

essential articles (such as

Qur'an,  hadith, jih a d ,

 etc.), he responded that this

10  Israel Shahak,

J e w ish   H istory, J e w is h   R eligion,

 Pluto Press, London,  1977, pp.  97-

98. While the Qur’an categorically denies the crucifixion [Qur’an 4:157], it does record

the Jewish claim of crucifyingjesus.

11

ibid,

 pp.  20-21.

12  For details refer to this work pp.  291-2.

13  Andrew  Rippen,  “Literary  analysis  of  Qur’an,  Tafslr,  and  Sira:  The  Metho

dologies  of John  Wansbrough”,  in  R.C.  Martin  (ed.),

Approaches  to  Isla m   in   R eligious

Studies,

 Univ. of Arizona Press, Tuscon,  1985, pp.  151-52.
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work was by the Western pen for Western people. His answer though was

only half correct: this work is not intended solely for Wes :ern consumption.

To quote something which Edward Said uses in his work,

Orientalism:

“They cannot represent themselves; they must be represented.” -

M arx.14

I

Karl

Here M arx is discussing the French peasantry, but the idea of muting

great swathes of people with a single sentence and casting the burden of

representation wholly upon outsiders is by no means a novel one.

One last point before ending this preface. W hen a Certain amount of

research finally yields  a theory,  academia  dictates  tha(t this  theory must

face rigorous testing. If.it fails then it must be either mojiified and retested

or abandoned altogether. But studies  of Islam are.unfortunately littered

with  ill-conceived  theories  that  have  ascended  to  the  point  of  almost

becoming hard fact, even when they fail on several counts. T he next two

examples will clarify.


 




 The author said in his introduction: This work comprises a short introduction to the history of the

 Quran, its recording and its collection. The reader may therefore be puzzled as to why one third of the material in this book tackles the Old Testament OT and the New Testament NT , wondering what significance this has on the Quran’s history. This significance shall, I hope, be made clear as the chapters progress, since I have attempted to present only those details which have a direct bearing on the current subject matter.
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