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From the dawn of Qur'anic revelation to Prophet Muhammad (~AAS)

to the "Call to Islam" (da'wah) and the establishment of the Ummah as a

universal entity in Madinah, the Islamic community has faced immense

challenges and conspiracies, manifested by direct military aggression and

unrelenting psychological and economic warfare, covertly and deviously waged.

Earlier, diverse opponents-pagan and heretic, Persian and Roman, among

others-sought to trample the Ummah or to check its advance. Thanks to

Divine Providence, however, the Ummah always emerged from these trials

physically and spiritually stronger and more viable. In fact, in response to

these assaults, the Ummah managed to strike at the root of many strongholds

of disbelief (kufr) and to carry the message of Islam to far-flung regions of

the earth, until it became the leading "nation'' and the most balanced Ummah

on Earth-an Ummah of the "Middle Way": "You are the best Ummah evolved

for Mankind" (Qur'an, 3:110).

Because of repeated attacks, the initial enthusiasm and sense of

commitment began to wane in later years; and the onslaught of enemies began

to cause disintegration and weakness in the structure of the Ummah. Still,

these enemies were unable to achieve an overall victory-one that could

completely sweep away the Ummah's faith (imiln) and resolve.

After many attempts to achieve this desired objective foundered, these

enemies set out to investigate and to search carefully for more devious methods.

They concluded that the strength of the Ummah stemmed from its religion

(din) and belief ('aqidah). Therefore, they launched an extensive campaign

to weaken the Ummah's commitment and attachment to its din, Islam; to

change its understanding and application of the Shari'ah; and to tum the great

principles inherent in Islam from an active, motivating, and highly positive

power into a rigid formalism that was incapable of inspiring or of directing

the spirit and lives of Muslims.
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